fact sheet

How Hahvest cakes
vies wateh wisely.

We live in one of the driest continents in the
world. This has been brought home to us in
recent years as we battle to ensure our
growing population can meet its water needs
at a time when we are getting less rain.

Scientists say this is the future pattern of
rainfall, which means we must develop ways
of living within our environment’s means.

At Harvest Lakes, LandCorp has worked
closely with the Water Corporation, the Water
& Rivers Commission, and the building
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industry to ensure the efficient use of water.
Measures range from engineering solutions
that allow the harvesting of stormwater and
the recharging of the underground aquifer, to
the promotion of Waterwise gardens among
individual households.

These strategies should make a meaningful
contribution to a more sustainable Perth,
by protecting existing water sources

and encouraging the efficient use of this
precious resource.
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How Hatvest cakes uses wateh wisely.
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The objective at Harvest Lakes is to retain
all stormwater run-off on site, and thereby
maximise recharge of the underground
water aquifer.

A number of techniques have been used to
achieve this.

A large portion of the land will be filled to
ensure all residential buildings will be able to
install soakwells for roof run-off, which will help
recharge the aquifer.

In the civil drainage system, where there is
a big difference between ground level and
the high point of the water table, perforated
stormwater pipes will be used to achieve
the same result. Additional storage for
soakage will be provided under the
stormwater collection pits.

A lined lake will act as a holding basin for
stormwater run-off. This will be protected by
gross pollutant traps to improve water quality,
and the lake’s vegetation will be planned to
maintain water quality and encourage wildlife
into the area. The lake will be maintained
under a three-year management agreement
with the City of Cockburn.
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Retheational aheas

Public open space is an important element
at Harvest Lakes, providing opportunities
for active and passive recreation for people
of all ages. To keep these areas in good
shape, they will need to be reticulated.

To support this, the Water & Rivers
Commission, after close examination,

has granted a bore licence.

To minimise the impact on the aquifer,
stormwater will be mixed with the bore water.
LandCorp will monitor the effects of the
watering on the aquifer and the stormwater lake.

In addition, LandCorp is working with the
Water Corporation in constructing a Waterwise
entry statement.
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In addition to encouraging the use of
soakwells, Harvest Lakes is offering each
new resident a Waterwise landscaping rebate
to promote environmentally responsible
garden design.

Design guidelines for the houses
themselves will promote water conservation
through the inclusion of low-flow shower
heads, rainwater tanks and water-efficient
appliances. Information on water-efficient
fixtures will be distributed to everyone
purchasing a homesite.

The futune

A range of further initiatives is being
considered. These include:

e the adoption of water-sensitive urban design
in future stages

grey water recycling

water-saving devices incorporated into a
demonstration sustainable house, the
community centre and the primary school

a Water Corporation total water
management plan

partnering with other government agencies
to implement water conservation policies
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