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Idea/concept

The initial inspiration for the design of Interleaf 

came from the reeds and sedges growing 

around the lake and the storm water pipes that 

feed into them.

Reeds and sedges help to filter out nutrient 

overload by trapping sediment and nutrients 

delivered by the storm water pipes. Interleaf’s 

reed-like, vertical steel pipes interweave to 

form criss-cross patterns that filter light instead 

of nutrients. The viewer is encouraged to make 

a connection with the wetlands and think 

about what brings water into the area 

e.g. storm water pipes and drains, and their 

role in helping to keep this environment 

pollution free.

Each individual pipe works with its neighbours 

to create a strong, stable, vibrant and 

eye-catching sculpture. The pitchfork or 

rake-like form of the artwork alludes to the 

land’s previous use for farming. 

Look closely at the artwork and you will 

see that it is entirely made up of straight 

elements yet gives the impression of a 

curved organic structure. 

When the artwork is viewed as a unified whole, 

instead of seeing the individual elements 

that make up a sculpture, the form of a leaf 

appears. This can be interpreted as a reflection 

of the vision for the Harvest Lakes community, 

whereby residents value their individuality, 

independence and diversity yet know the 

importance of joining together to achieve a 

greater goal. 

The artist hopes the sculpture will encourage 

interaction and active participation of the 

viewer - promoting curiosity, investigation, 

interpretation and understanding.

Interleaf has been designed to enable children 

to use it as a piece of play equipment. 

A rubber softfall base has been installed 

to protect users from dangerous falls. 
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Materials

32 steel pipes of varying lengths

Signal red paint

Softfall base

Location

On the eastern side of the lake, adjacent to 

Aurora Drive, Harvest Lakes, Atwell.

Artist Biography

Dawn Gamblen completed a Bachelor of Arts 

(Fine Art - Sculpture) from Curtin University 

in 1999 following three years of study at 

Claremont School of Art.

Dawn has exhibited in shows locally, nationally 

and overseas. Dawn’s art focuses upon using 

surprising and extraordinary ways of arranging 

and positioning multiple objects in space 

to create form. Much of her past work has 

involved the creation and installation of large 

scale, site-specific artworks that respond 

innovatively to their surrounding environment. 
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